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surrender.   The conspirators were thrown into
gaol pending trial.

Louis Napoleon was arraigned before the
Chamber of Peers, and was condemned to
imprisonment for life in the castle of Ham. On
the very same day on which the remains of his
uncle Napoleon were laid to rest with pomp and
ceremony in the Invalides, he entered -the gates
of the fortress as a prisoner.

The ridicule which this failure,  even more
ignominious than that of Strassburg,  brought
upon him and his cause was more than counter-
acted by the increased prestige which he earned
by his demeanour at the trial.   For once, Louis
Napoleon rose to the occasion.   " For the very
first time/5 he said, when called upon to speak
in his own defence, " I am allowed to raise my
voice in France and speak freely to Frenchmen."
Posing as the champion of the sovereignty of
the people, he declared that the plebiscite which
had conferred power upon Napoleon and his
heirs had  never been revoked by an appeal
to the nation, and that consequently the restor-
ation of the Bourbons, and everything else done
since,   was   illegal.     Undoubtedly   the   prince
made a most favourable impression.   His cause
was also assisted by a passing phrase, used by
the prosecutor, to the effect that after Strassburg
he had been " pardoned unconditionally," thus